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Joe’s Jammin’ Jots – 
 

Gardening!  Something that we like and want to do, however, all we can do is dream about it right now.  
So what do we do with 2-3 feet of snow on our garden is to read the seed catalogs that come in the mail 
and review those from our online resources.  But, be happy, the first day of Spring is March 20, 2014 (at 
least by the calendar).  On the other side of the coin (so to speak) is that with the amount of snow on the 
ground, let’s hope we have Spring by Memorial Day. 
 

Here we are in the end of February and it is STILL snowing.  Officially, 6.6 inches fell on February 17 for 
a year-to-date total of 120.7 inches and 27 inches on the ground.  I have had an excavating service 
come and remove the snow piles at the end of the driveway so I can see into the street and am hoping 
that this will not have to be repeated this winter.  They stated that the groundhog say his shadow and 
therefore, and we will have 6 more weeks of winter.  My question is did he ever come out of his hole in 
the ground?  If he was smart, he did not. 
 

Do you remember that little nursery rhyme that we would say in the summer as kids – “Rain, rain go 
away, come again another day.”  I am modifying it right now to “Snow, snow go away, come back again 
December day - PLEASE!” 
 

The weather channels have called this a “Polar Vortex” and one news report calls this “Santa’s Re-
venge”.  Revenge for what, I was nice to the jolly old guy.  Maybe I won’t be nice next year. 
 

Right now, our Great Lakes are 88.4% ice covered, with Lake Superior at 93.6% frozen and our own 
Lake Michigan at 81% frozen.  The only good news about this is that the lake levels should be higher 
this year, since not much water was lost to evaporation. 
 

But even with this cold, snowy and long winter, we have it better off than the southern states and east-
ern seaboard.  The west and southwest are still in their severe drought that has lasted for years and is 
showing no sign of ending.  What does this mean to us?  Our Great Lakes hold about 84% of North 
America’s surface fresh water and about 21% of the world’s supply of surface fresh water, which means 
that we MUST protect our natural resources and garden in a sustainable manner. 
 

Our meetings in 2014 are – 
 March 24, VFW Hall; Veronica Muscat will discuss "Booze and Botanicals” 
 May 19, Monet Garden; Cookout and work session 

June 16, Jean Baker’s house; she will discuss growing asparagus, fruits such as kiwi,  
blueberries, and her beginning attempts at growing honeyberries 
July 28, Howmet Garden; work session 
October 27, VFW Hall; program TBD and elections of LGM Executive 
Council. 

 

The October meeting is our election night for the new members of the LGM Lead-
ership Council.  The election committee is comprised of the LGM Trustees and 
they want to hear from you about running for one of the elected positions.  Please 
contact Jean Baker, Rita Wright, Judy Jett, Monica Smith, or Sharon Rubleman. 
 

Happy Gardening and THINK SPRING,    
 

Joe Hill 

http://www.lakeshoregardenmasters.org/invited.htm
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LGM Purpose 

The purpose of the Lakeshore Garden 
Masters is to bring together gardeners 
for fellowship, plant exchange, educa-
tional programs, and support for volun-
teer garden projects. 

Plant Exchange Rules 
 

1. Bring a plant; take a plant 
2. Bring healthy plants with no disease or 

insects attached! 
3. Label everything 
4. Put seeds/bulbs in a zip-lock or  
5. envelope 
6. Bring plants in a sturdy container; plus a 

container to take home plants 
7. New LGM members are encouraged to  
     participate. 

2013  Leadership Council Officers 
Officers 

 

President:  Joe Hill 
JoeHill@WMIGreenGardeners.com 

Vice President:  Veronica Muscat 

vlmsu@comcast.net 

Recording Secretary:  Karen Larnard 
klarnard@yahoo.com 
Corresponding Secretary:  Robert Frantz 
rfrantz10@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Rick Peters 
dahliadoc44@comcast.net 
 

Trustees 
 

Jean Baker 

baker2j63@frontier.com 

Rita Wright 

wrightritaann@yahoo.com 

Judy Jett 

jj1447@comcast.net 

Monica Smith 

smithmo3@frontier.com 

Sharon Rubelman 

onesister123@gmail.com 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Newsletter Editor-Marsha Green 

greendooredu1@comcast.net 

Webmaster-Jerry Grady 

jerry@firesidesurfer.com 

Membership--Barbie Lathrop 

barbielathrop@aol.com 

Plant Sharing-Pam Shriver 

pamela.shriver@comcast.net 

Education Programs-OPEN* 

Monet Garden-Linda Hecksel 

Hecksel@aol.com 

Howmet Garden-Sharon Rubelman 

onesister123@gmail.com  
* Volunteers are urged to contact Joe Hill, President 

March Meeting 
 

When: March 24, 2014 

Where: VFW Hall, 1061 Witham Rd., 

  North Muskegon 
  

What to Bring: Dish to pass, table service, 
 plants, bulbs, seeds or magazines 
 to share 
 

Program Topic: From Booze to Botanicals 

by Veronica Muscat  The program will  

explore the botany behind the alcohol we 

drink, how various plants are used in  

making cocktails and growing these plants 

in your garden.  

Egg Cartons Needed 
 

If anyone would like to get rid of their 
egg cartons, Denise Thompson would 
take them off your hands.  She can 
barely keep up with egg orders right 
now…hopefully she will be getting a 
dozen more chicks this spring if every-
thing goes as planned.  Bring them to 
the March LGM meeting or contact  
Denise at the at 231-744-7040 or email 
gardeningqueen@frontier.com  

   D. Thompson’s chicken ranch   Photo by R. Westgate 
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Lakeshore Garden Master Dues 
 

Dues for the Lakeshore Garden Masters or-
ganization are due yearly from January 1-
December 31. They may be prepaid at the 
October meeting or paid at the March meet-

ing.  Cost of the dues is $15.00.  Late dues 

should be mailed to: 

 

 Dr. Richard Peters 
 913 W. Wellington Ct. 
 Muskegon, MI  49441 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

March 8  Smart Gardening Conference held in 
conjunction with West MI Home and Garden 
Show on Saturday, March 8 from 8:15 AM to 
4:00 PM In GR 
 

March 9  Muskegon State Park work session 1-4 
PM 
 
 

March 14  Spring Seedling order deadline 
 

March 22  Hoffmaster State Park work session 
10-1 PM 
 

 

March 24  LGM meeting VFW Hall 6:00 PM 
 
 

April 19  Spring Seedling pickup 
 

April 26  Oakland County con-
ference   
“Gardening and All That Jazz” 
 

May 19  Monet Garden; Cook-
out and work session 
 

June  LGM Newsletter 
 

June 16 LGM meeting Jean Baker’s house 6 PM 
 

July 28, Howmet Garden; work session 
 

August  LGM Newsletter 
 

August 14  LGM Detroit Garden Tour 
 

October  LGM Newsletter 
 

October 27  LGM VFW Hall 6:00 PM 

 

Monet Garden Update 
 
Will spring ever get here?  I'm always 
ready for spring this time of year!  But, 
this year I'm convinced it's never        
happening!  I'll be in Florida until the   
beginning of March (I've had enough of 
this winter).  But, will plan a Monet 
cleanup when I get back like we did last 
year. Really looking forward to a good 
gardening season!  Everyone try to keep 
warm until then! 

See you in April! 

Linda 
 
 

Linda Hecksel 
Monet Garden Chairperson 

  Pathway leading to bridge in the Monet Garden 
 Photo by M. Gutowski 

Photo courtesy of Joe Hill 
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LGM Minutes October 2013 
 
Lakeshore Garden Masters      
General  membership meeting      
North Muskegon, MI 
October 28, 2013 
 

The meeting  was called to order by President Joe Hill  at the 
VFW in North Muskegon, MI at 6:10 P.M.  on October 28, 2013. 
 

Twenty-seven members signed the attendance sheet.   We have 59 active members, 
including five new members.  Minutes from the July meeting were approved. The treas-
ury has a total of $4,607.07, of which include $596.19 for the Monet Garden. 
 

Camille Dombrausky Bacigalupa asked for advice and help from the members in main-
taining her childhood yard, full of rhododendrons which her parents brought from  
Washington State to the Bluffton area years ago.  Veronica set up a time to meet 
Camille at the property and see what help she could give her.  (Special note here…. 
Veronica and Karen went  over to the home and in the rain, spent time in the  many 
rhododendrons.)  Veronica did make many suggestions.  Camille’s phone number is 
505-977-8040, address is 1820 Cherry St. Muskegon, e-mail is Bacicam@aol.com. 
 

Florence Bright said that she has always purchased the flags for the Monet Garden, 
both French and American.  The rope needs replacing and discussion followed about 
lighting the flag at night.  It was suggested that the street light was enough for shining 
on the flag at night.  The light in the pond at the Monet garden has been broken for 
quite a long time. 
 

Pam reminded us that if you brought a plant or seeds to share, be sure to exchange 
such before you leave at the end of the evening. 
 

Rita is working on a bus trip for next year through Orchard View Travelers… possibly in 
August 2014. 
 

Upcoming meeting dates are: 
 

January 27, free pizza night at VFW-
compliments of the Garden Masters. 
March 24 and Oct 27, 2014 at the VFW. 
May 19, June 23 and July 28, 2014 will be 
summer garden meetings. 
 

The speaker for the evening was Derryl  
Fewins, from Green Organic Specialties, of  
Grand Rapids. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Karen Larnard, Secretary 
October 28, 2013 

Orchids at the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 

                              Photo courtesy of M. Green 

mailto:Bacicam@aol.com
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Bob’s Beautiful Bowls 
By Marsha Green 

 

Have you ever wondered about the 
beautiful inlaid bowls that are given to 
our speakers as thank you gifts?  After 
seeing one at my first meeting, I began 
asking questions:  Where do those 
bowls come from?  Did someone make 
them?  How can you get one?  Every-
one’s answer was the same, “...Oh, 
they are Bob’s bowls.  Talk to Bob.” 
 
Well, finally Bob talked.  He has been 
making  bowls as a gift for guest 
speakers and yard meeting hosts for 
five years.  No wonder LGM members 
volunteer so readily to have the meet-
ings in their yard! 
 
Robert “Bob” Frantz has a large wood-
working shop in his basement where 
he can be found toiling away most 
days.  I doubt he considers this “work” 
as this labor of love with woodworking 
began sixty-five years ago. 
 
Bob’s bowls are made with many differ-
ent and exotic woods which makes 
them very colorful.  The intricate and 
varied designs are determined by the 
shapes,  colors and grains of the 
woods.  Plus the most important detail 
is Bob’s expertise of knowing exactly 
which woods will produce the wonder-
ful patterns and colors. (See photo at 
right) 
 
The last question (How do you get a 
bowl when you are not a guest speaker 
nor is your yard fit to host a meeting?) 
was finally answered.  I was   
extremely lucky at a board meeting and 
became the queen!  Thanks, Bob, it is 
a treasure I will always treasure! 
 

Get to Know Your State Parks  
 
Residents are invited to join the effort to 
protect critical dune, prairie and forest 
habitats in State Parks stretching from Ber-
rien to Muskegon counties. Activities in 
March will focus on invasive, non-native 
woody shrub removal from natural areas to 
improve conditions for native species and 
restore ecosystem function. No experience 
is necessary and training and equipment 
will be provided.  
 

For information about workday activities 
and dates or information about individual 
parks, visit the DNR website 
at www.michigan.gov/dnrvolunteers and 
link to the “Calendar of Volunteer Steward-
ship Workdays. Local park times are listed 
below: 
 

Sunday, March 9: Muskegon State 
Park (Muskegon), 1-4 p.m.  
 

Saturday, March 22: P.J. Hoffmaster State 

Park (Muskegon), 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 

    Bob Frants holding his beautiful inlaid wooden  bowl

    Photo by L. Hecksel 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMjIxLjI5MTc3NzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDIyMS4yOTE3Nzc1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODM3MDkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9am9lLmhpbGxAbWFjZC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWpvZS5oaWxsQG1hY2Qub3Jn
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMjIxLjI5MTc3NzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDIyMS4yOTE3Nzc1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODM3MDkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9am9lLmhpbGxAbWFjZC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWpvZS5oaWxsQG1hY2Qub3Jn
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMjIxLjI5MTc3NzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDIyMS4yOTE3Nzc1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODM3MDkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9am9lLmhpbGxAbWFjZC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWpvZS5oaWxsQG1hY2Qub3Jn
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMjIxLjI5MTc3NzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDIyMS4yOTE3Nzc1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODM3MDkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9am9lLmhpbGxAbWFjZC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWpvZS5oaWxsQG1hY2Qub3Jn
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMjIxLjI5MTc3NzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDIyMS4yOTE3Nzc1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODM3MDkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9am9lLmhpbGxAbWFjZC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPWpvZS5oaWxsQG1hY2Qub3Jn
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Peonies in the Refrigerator?  
By Roxie Westgate 

 
Peonies are one of my favorite flowers. Can’t 
you just smell them?   I read that by  
putting cut peony flowers in the refrigerator 
you can extend the bloom time of them.   Last 
year I wanted to try doing that and now want 
to share my results with you.  
 
Below is the process that I followed. Once the 
flower bud was showing some petal color and 
was about 1 inch in diameter, I cut it, leaving 
the stems long and taking off the lower 
leaves.  I then wrapped them in a paper towel 
and put them in a plastic bag with a twist tie 
(see picture 1).  Once I did that I laid the peo-
nies horizontally in the refrigerator. I put mine 
in the lowest part, way in the back where it 
was a little colder and out of the way. 
 
Four weeks later I took them out of the refrig-
erator.  I unwrapped them, cut the stems and 
put them in room temperature water (see pic-
ture 2). Picture 3 shows what they looked like 
one week later, and picture 4 shows what they 
looked like two weeks later.  I was very ex-
cited that this worked so well!   It seemed that 
the refrigerated blooms lasted longer than the 
ones cut fresh out the garden.  
  
I was nervous about cutting these at the start 
of this experiment.  I love looking at them in 
my garden so much I was worried that if this 
did not work I would have wasted them.   I did 
read that you can leave them in the refrigera-
tor for up to six months, but that is for you to 
try.  
 
Next year I am going to cut three different 
bunches and stagger the weeks I bring them 
out. I might have peonies for two months!  If 
you have some extra peonies, give it a try.  It 
was fun to have them later in the season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 1 

Picture 2 

Picture 3 

Picture 4 
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Detroit Garden Tour 
 

Thursday, August 14, 2014  
 

You are invited!!! 
Our goal is to educate, entertain and inspire our Lakeshore Garden Masters.  
 

Registration for our Lakeshore Garden Masters began March 1.  Please register as  
soon as possible!   In April we will be inviting the Muskegon Garden Club,  
Muskegon Herb Society, and the Tri-Cities Garden Club. (Please contact me with  
other groups you would like to invite.) In addition, Orchard View Travel  
will advertise our trip in their brochure and online….so again, register as soon  
as possible ~ we are expecting the bus to fill up!  
 

The Detroit Garden Tour includes:  
 

Belle Isle Conservatory: The Anna Scripps Witcomb Conservatory has been a  
Detroit landmark since 1904 and it is the oldest continuously running  
conservatory in the United States. The Conservatory was designed by Albert Kahn  
and built on Belle Isle, an island park in the Detroit River. It houses more  
than an acre of tropical trees and plants, ferns, cacti, succulents and  
flowering annuals. The grounds occupy over 13 acres of the island and feature  
perennial gardens, a rose garden and a lily pond. 
 
Lafayette Greens Urban Garden: A Master Gardener with a vision and Compuware’s  
co-founder Peter Karmanos were the forces that initiated the hybrid garden-park  
in the heart of the city. Built on the site where the Lafayette Building once  
stood, this urban garden covers more than half an acre and includes 35 raised  
beds, fruit trees, a children’s garden and flowers. Compuware was inspired to  
create the garden as a way to beautify Detroit, help others learn about and  
enjoy gardening and to encourage others to reach out and transform the spaces  
that surround them. 
 
Four Star Greenhouse: The creation of the Proven Winner brand in the United  
States began here in 1992. Four Star is the Number One supplier of Proven Winner  
plants and products worldwide with more that 16 acres of indoor growing space.   
The award winning display gardens highlight their beautiful Proven Winner and  
Proven Selection plants and stunning combinations in shade beds, sunny beds,  

hanging baskets and upright containers.  (continued on Page 8) 

Aerial view of Four Start Greenhouse, home of the Proven Winner Brand-Photo courtesy of Four Star Greenhouses 
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Itinerary (Trip con’t from Page 7) 
 

7:00am-depart by chartered bus from Muskegon’s Orchard View High School at 16 N.  
Quarterline, NE Lot, near soccer field. (Please arrive at 6:45am.) 
 

10:30am-Arrive Belle Isle for tour and lunch in the pavilion ~ depart at 12:30pm  
 

1:00pm-Arrive Lafayette Greens Urban Garden for leisurely tour ~ depart 2:30pm 
 

3:15pm-Arrive Four Star Greenhouse for tour and outdoor dinner in the Gardens. 
 

6:00pm-Depart for home arriving back in Muskegon approximately 9:30pm. 
 

The trip includes round trip, air conditioned chartered bus, lunch and dinner. The cost of the 
trip is $65. Lakeshore Garden Masters who have paid their 2013 and 2014 dues will receive a 
$40 discount for a total cost of $25 for the Detroit Garden Tour. 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

1. Email Rita Wright @ wrightritaann@yahoo.com 
2. Indicate your lunch preference: 

Turkey sandwich or Ham sandwich or Vegetarian sandwich 
Any dietary restrictions i.e. gluten free or food allergies                                                 

3.   Include Emergency Contact name and phone numbers just in case. 
4.   Mail your check for $25 (active members with 2013 and 2014 dues paid) or  
 $65 (all others) to Rick Peters at 913 W. Wellington Ct., Norton Shores,  
 Michigan 49441 
5. Your seat is guaranteed when payment is received. 
6.  You may bring snacks and beverages to enjoy on the bus 
7.  Restroom facilities are available on the bus 
8.  Alcohol is permitted on the bus but NOT at any tour sites. 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY 
Cancellation before July 1: full refund 
Cancellation after July 1: nonrefundable unless your seat is resold 
 

A full refund will be issued if the trip is cancelled by Lakeshore Garden Masters or Orchard 
View Travel. 

Belle 
Isle and  
Conservatory 

Lafayette 
Greens  
Urban Garden 

mailto:wrightritann@yahoo.com

