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Grass Roots Column 
A Publication of 

 Lakeshore Garden Masters Gardening Club 
 

   
www.lakeshoregardenmasters.org  

June, 2015 
 

Dear LGM Members, 

 
Wow!  Have we ever had an unusual spring.  I really lucked out planting my dahlias on 
the 10th of May, as there were some nights that got down to 34 degrees in my gar-
den!  Whipping back and forth from mid eighties to frost has not been easy on us gar-
deners, nor on many of our plants. 
  

We hope to have a nice line-up of programs and gardens for you all to attend.  With 
our usual pot luck dinners, we have been able to come together, almost like a fam-
ily.  Our common bond of avid gardening has been the mainstay of our group for now 
the seventh year! 
  

Note that Marsha Green and Jean Freye are working on a bus trip to Fernwood Gar-
dens.  It is a beautiful public garden tucked away in no-where’s-ville—actually the mail-
ing address is Niles, Michigan.  We think the club will be willing to subsidize the cost of 
the trip, as has been done in the recent past.  Just stay tuned for more information on 
this Lakeshore Garden Masters trip in August..... 
  

Rick Peters, President 
Lakeshore Garden Masters 

Majestic irises at the Monet Garden 

http://www.lakeshoregardenmasters.org/invited.htm
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LGM Purpose 

The purpose of the Lakeshore Garden 
Masters is to bring together gardeners 
for fellowship, plant exchange, educa-
tional programs, and support for volun-
teer garden projects. 

Plant Exchange Rules 
 
 

1. Bring a plant; take a plant 
2. Bring healthy plants with no disease or in-

sects attached! 
3. Label everything 
4. Put seeds/bulbs in a zip-lock or  
5. envelope 
6. Bring plants in a sturdy container; plus a 

container to take home plants 
7. New LGM members are encouraged to  
      participate. 

2015  Leadership Council Officers 
 

President:  Rick Peters 
dahliadoc44@comcast.net 

Vice President:  Judy Jett 

jj1447@comcast.net 
Recording Secretary:  Rita Wright 
ritaawright@yahoo.com 
Corresponding Secretary:  Monica Smith 
smithmo3@frontier.com  
Treasurer: Joe Hill 

JoeHill@WMiGreenGardeners.com  

Trustees 
 

Barb Butzow 

barbimannie@yahoo.com 

Allyson Clawson 

alleybee@aol.com 

Dave Lowder 

dlowder@mpsk12.net 

Kathy Neff 
kneff22@gmail.com 

Marsha Green 

greendooredu1@comcast.net 

 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Newsletter Editor-Marsha Green 

greendooredu1@comcast.net 

Webmaster-Jerry Grady 

jerry@firesidesurfer.com 

Membership--Barbie Lathrop 

barbielathrop@aol.com 

Plant Sharing-Pam Shriver 

pamela.shriver@comcast.net 

Education Programs-OPEN 

Monet Garden-Linda Hecksel 

Hecksel@aol.com 

Alcoa-Howment Woodland Garden-Kathy Neff 

kneff22@gmail.com 

 

June Meeting 
 

When: June 22 @ 6:00 PM 
 
Where: Home of Judy Jett, Vice President  
 
What to Bring: Dish to pass, table service, 
chair, plants, bulbs, seeds or magazines to 
share 
 

Program: Weesies Brothers Garden Center 

staff.  Jolene King will present:  “Some of 
My Favorite Perennials and Deer Resis-
tant, Too!”  Jolene has many years of 
experience in the world of horticulture, 
and she has a delightful way of present-
ing information about her plants.  
 

July Meeting 
When: July 27@ 6:00 PM                 

Where:  The gardens of Rick Peters, Presi-

dent of LGM 

Program & What to Bring: “How to Grow 
Beautiful Dahlias the Easy Way.”  Dish to 
pass, table service, chair, plants, bulbs, 
seeds or magazines to share.  (See more 
information on Page 8.) 

Lakeshore Garden Master Dues 
 

Dues for the Lakeshore Garden Masters or-
ganization are due yearly from January 1-
December 31. They may be prepaid at the 
October meeting or paid at the March meet-

ing.  Cost of the dues is $15.00.  Late dues 

should be mailed to: 
 

Joe Hill 
1060 Horton Road 
North Muskegon, MI 49445-1947 
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2015 LGM On the Road Again 

Fernwood Botanical Garden & Nature 

Preserve is the destination for the Lake-

shore Garden Master’s summer trip.  

Fernwood is 105 acres of gardens land-

scaped into the natural environment.  

Michigan plants and animals are pro-

tected within the preserve. 

Located on the St. Joseph River be-

tween Niles and Berrien Springs, there 

are miles of trails; the garden trails are 

paved, preserve trails are wood-chipped 

or bare earth, plus steps are on inclines 

and board walks over wet areas. 

Also, on site is an art gallery, fern con-

servatory, Nature Center, library, gift 

shop, an outdoor and indoor railway, and 

a very special café which will provide 

lunch. 

The date of the trip is Thursday, August 

20, 2015.  The price includes the bus 

trip, admittance to Fernwood and lunch.  

LGM members will receive a stipend 

from the organization to help cover the 

trips expenses.   

The itinerary of this one day trip will be 

available closer to the date.  A special 

stop on the way home is being planned. 

Please reserve your seat by July 20.  

Guests need not be LGM members but 

their costs will not include the stipend. 

If you have any questions please contact 

Jean Frye or Marsha Green.  Visit Fern-

wood online at: 

www.fernwoodbotanical.org 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 
June 22-LGM meeting at Judy Jett’s home and 
potluck 
 

July 27-LGM meeting and potluck at Rick  
Peter’s home 
 

August 20-LGM trip to Fernwood near Niles 
 

October 26-LGM meeting and  
Potluck at VFW 

Fernwood  Photo by Jean Freye 

 
 

News from the Monet Garden  
      By Linda Hecksel, Chairperson 

I think summer is finally here!  Hope you 
have all had a chance to get into your 
gardens and get your hands dirty. The 
Monet looks like it made it through the 
winter ok. Hopefully by the time this arti-
cle comes out we will have it all cleaned 
up and some annuals planted.  
 

The work schedule for this year is: 
 

June 18     5:00-8:00 
July 7        10:00-1:00 
July 23       5:00-8:00 (wine and weed)
Aug 4         10:00-1:00 
Aug 20       5:00-8:00 (to be rescheduled) 
Sept 1       10:00-1:00 
Sept 17      5:00-8:00 (wine and weed) 
Oct 6         10:00-1:00 
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Lakeshore Garden Masters 
General Membership Meeting 
VFW Hall, North Muskegon, MI 

March 23, 2015 
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Judy Jett at the VFW Hall in 
North Muskegon, MI  at 6:37 on Monday, March 23, 2015. 
 

Seventeen members signed the attendance sheet but 26 members were in atten-
dance. No new members attended the meeting. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer Joe Hill and approved. 
 

Huntington Bank Balance as of 2/28/2015: $ 3659.02 
Monet Garden portion of that balance:       $    148.02 
LGM portion of that balance:                      $  3511.00 
 

Minutes for the October 2014 General Membership Meeting were unavailable and 
will be presented at our next meeting. 
 

Monet Garden: Linda Hecksel will plan a cleanup when the weather warms up. She 
would like to have some trees near Florence Bright’s house removed; they are 
crowding each other and also shading the garden. 
 

Howmet Garden: Kathy Neff is the new Chairperson and she thanked Sharon Ru-
belman for her wonderful work at the Howmet Garden for so many years. Kathy also 
thanked Sharon for being so helpful during the Chairperson transition. All members 
showed their appreciation to Sharon with great applause. Sharon thanked everyone 
for their assistance over the years. She said that she was especially grateful to 
Wayne Johnson and David Mellema for the wonderful support they showed her and 
great work they performed at the Howmet Garden.  
 

While enjoying another delicious pot luck dinner at tables beautifully decorated for 
spring we listened to retired Muskegon Pathologist, Paul R. Wilson. Dr. Wilson 
trained at University of Michigan and ran the laboratory at Hackley Hospital for over 
30 years. He is a Master Gardener and is heavily involved in growing vegetables, 
hostas, berries and other perennials. He also raises a few hen chickens for egg pro-
duction, makes his own wine and taps maple trees for the production of maple 
syrup. Dr. Wilson presented The Evolution of a “Locavore”. He discussed the bene-
fits of eating local, buying local and growing our own food. He provided us with a 
fabulous list of resources, including books, a documentary and the names of local 
farmers and markets. His presentation was very well received and we were very 
grateful that he took the time to speak to us. Dr. Wilson welcomes all questions and 
comments and may be reached at prwilson49441@comcast.net. 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 
Rita Ann Wright, Recording Secretary 
March 23, 2015 
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Lakeshore Garden Masters 
General Membership Meeting 
Monet Garden, Muskegon, MI 

May 18, 2015 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Judy Jett at the Monet Garden in 
Muskegon, MI at 6:40pm on Monday, May 18, 2015. 
 

Ten members signed the attendance sheet including, Judy Jett, Linda Hecksel, Monica 
Smith, Barb Butzow, Jean Karen Freye, Marsha Green, Dick Jorgensen, Barb Jorgen-
sen, Allyson Clawson and Rita Wright. Jimmy Bissell, a visitor to the garden, joined us 
for dinner then helped us in the garden. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report had been provided to Judy Jett by Treasurer Joe Hill and was 
presented and approved. 
 

Huntington Bank Balance as of  May 2015: $ 3754.02 
Monet Garden portion of that balance:       $    148.02 
LGM portion of that balance:                      $  3606.00 
 

Minutes for the March 2015  General Membership Meeting were unavailable and will 
be presented at our next meeting. 
 

Monet Garden: Linda Hecksel reported that the Monet Garden was cleaned up by a 
handful of Lakeshore Garden Masters and plenty of work remains. At this meeting we 
will be planting annuals. 
 

Monica Smith, Correspondence Secretary reported that a sympathy note was sent by 
the LGM to our member, Nancy Waters expressing our condolences on the occasion 
of her son’s passing.  A thank you note has not been sent to Dr. Paul Wilson after his 
wonderful talk in March and Rita Wright agreed to send one. 
 

The June Meeting will be held at Judy Jett’s garden in Norton Shores. It will be a pot-
luck and members were encouraged to bring chairs to the meeting. The speaker Judy 
contacted is unable to join us and no further speakers have been contacted. 
 

The July Meeting is scheduled to be held at President, Rick Peters’ home. 
 

The August Meeting has not been scheduled but Marsha Green and Jean Freye are 
planning a trip to Fernwood in Niles, MI on the St. Joe River in August. Planning is still 
going on and travel to Fernwood may be by bus or car caravan. The one hour tour of 
Fernwood will be on a weekday. Side trips to Huntree or Wavecrest Nurseries may be 
included in the trip. LGM will subsidize the trip to some extent.. Marsha Green does not 
want to promote the trip extensively but rather open it to members and guests and go 
from there. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 pm. Following the meeting, all the annuals were 
planted at the Monet Garden and it looks beautiful. 
 
Respectfully Submitted on May, 18, 2015 by: 
Rita Ann Wright, Recording Secretary 
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All About Hydrangeas 
  

All hydrangeas have similar cultural needs, requiring: 
• Moist but well-drained soil (hydrangeas will not tolerate wet feet – ever!) 
• Some sun each day. Most people think of hydrangeas as shade plants, but they look 
and flower best with at least 4 hours of sun, ideally in the morning. Panicle hydrangeas 
are the most sun tolerant, and can take full sun in northern climates. 
• Plenty of water, especially as they are getting established. Hydrangeas have shallow 
roots, so they dry out quickly. A 2-3” thick layer of shredded bark mulch is a useful ad-
dition to any hydrangea planting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hortensia flower form     Lacecap flower form 
Photo: U.S. National Arboretum    Photo: Gary Wade 

 

Big-leaf (also known as florist’s hydrangea, hortensia, mophead, or lacecap) 
Hydrangea macrophylla Hardy to USDA zone 5 

Two Main Groups 
There are more than 500 known cultivars of bigleaf hydrangeas in the nursery trade. 
They are divided into two main groups: the hortensias with large snowball-like flower 
clusters, and the lacecapes, which generally have somewhat flat-top flowers, with fer-
tile, non-showy flowers in the center and more showy sterile flowers on the outside. 
 

Panicle (also known as peegee hydrangea)  

Hydrangea paniculata Hardy to USDA zone 3  

Panicle hydrangea is the most cold hardy member of the genus.                                 
Native to Asia, it grows 10 to 15 feet tall. Large creamy-white 
flowers, which are borne in 6- to 18-inch long panicles,  
are produced in mid-summer (see image at right)  As flowers  
mature, they may turn pink. 
 

Smooth (also known as Annabelle hydrangea)   

Hydrangea arborescens Hardy to USDA zone 3  

 Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in part shade. Tolerates full sun 
only if grown with constant moisture. Intolerant of drought, with foliage tending to de-
cline considerably in dryish conditions. This species blooms on new wood, and may be 
pruned back close to the ground in late winter each year to revitalize and to encourage 
vigorous stem growth and best form. Plants may die to the ground in harsh winters. If 
not pruned back, any weakened and/or damaged stems should be removed in early 
spring. 
        (Continued on next Page 7) 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/FullImageDisplay.aspx?documentid=5355
http://extension.uga.edu/publications/detail.cfm?number=C973
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=s940
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Big leaf and oakleaf hydrangeas 
flower on old wood (growth created in 
the previous season). Flower buds on 
these hydrangeas begin to form in late 
summer and must remain undisturbed 
all through the fall, winter, spring, in or-
der to flower the following summer. As 
a result, these plants will not flower if: 
• They are pruned. Pruning at any time 
will remove potential flower buds. 
• They are browsed by deer, which will 
eat the flower buds. 
• They are damaged by weather. Win-
ter weather isn’t actually the problem; it 
is in spring, when several days of warm 
temperatures are followed by a sudden 
freeze, that flower buds are most likely 
to be damaged. 
Reblooming hydrangeas, also known 
as remontant hydrangeas, are types of 
big leaf and mountain hydrangeas that 
have the unique ability to flower on 
both old and new wood. Even if the 
buds are damaged in winter weather, 
the plant can still flower on wood it pro-
duces that season. 
Color 
All hydrangeas undergo some color 
change as their flowers age, but only 
big-leaf and mountain hydrangeas can 
change their color in a predictable, con-
trollable way. It is not the pH of the soil 
that is responsible for this change – it is 
actually the presence of aluminum in 
the soil that does it.   
 

Certain varieties of big leaf hydrangeas 
cannot experience color change–
generally speaking, the more intense 
the color, the less likely it can change; 
white varieties of big-leaf  
hydrangea will not change color. 
 
 
   (Con’t on next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (con’t from page 6) 
Hydrangea Fun Fact 

There are about 49 species 
of hydrangeas. Four species are native to 
North America, including smooth hydrangea 
and oakleaf hydrangea. 
 

Hydrangea Fun Fact 
Hydrangeas are notoriously water-needy, 
but the “hydra” part of their name actually 
refers to the seed capsules’ resemblance to 
ancient Greek water-carrying vessels. 
  
 The Oakleaf  (H. quercifolia) is one of two 
Hydrangea species that is native to the U.S. 
(see image below) It is found growing pri-
marily in moist woodlands in the southeast-
ern U.S. Plants generally grow 6 to 8 feet in 
height, although a few cultivars with smaller 
and larger plant habit are available.  Large 
(4 to 12 inches in length) panicles of creamy 
white flowers are produced in early  
summer (see image at right). As flowers 
age, they often turn a 
medium- to deep-rose 
color. 
Oakleaf hydrangea is 
the only member of the 
genus to develop sig-
nificant fall foliage color.  
Leaves turn a deep ma-
hogany-red and stay on 
the plant until late fall. Exfoliating bark adds 
to winter interest. Oakleaf hydrangea is best 
suited used in a mixed border or as a mass 
planting. 
 

Flowering 
The trickiest thing about hydrangeas is that 
different types have different flowering hab-
its: 
Panicle and smooth hydrangeas flower on 
new wood (growth created in the current 
season). Flower buds on these hydrangeas 
form after the plant leafs out in spring, and 
open a few months later in summer. As a 
result, these plants flower reliably each year, 
no matter how cold the winter was. 
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   (Con’t from Page 7) 

 It is easier to change a hydrangea 
from pink to blue than from blue to 
pink, but both endeavors involve 
frequent, well-timed applications of 
aluminum sulfate. (Aluminum sul-
fate can become toxic to the plant, 
so this is not recommended.) 

 Pennies or nails in the soil will not 
change the flower color! 

 

Pruning 
 Avoid pruning reblooming hydran-

geas and those that flower on old 
wood, altogether. Instead, site 
these hydrangeas appropriately so 
they do not need to be pruned, and 
choose varieties that do not get too 
big for their space. 

 New-wood flowering hydrangeas 
can be pruned each early spring, 
just as the new growth begins to 
emerge. Remove up to one-third of 
the height each year, if desired, to 
encourage vigorous new growth 
and strong stems to support the 
flowers. 

 Hydrangeas do not require regular 
pruning. They will grow and flower 
well with nothing more than removal 
of spent flowers and any dead wood 

Photos by Jean Freye 

 

A variety of scenic sites from the Fernwood  
Botanical Gardens and Nature Preserve 

July Meeting 
Rick Peters has some 220 dahlia plants 
which should be in bloom. Rick has raised 
dahlias for some 25 years and is involved 
in dahlia organizations.  He exhibits his 
dahlias in various shows in the Midwest.  
He will speak on “How to Grow Beautiful 
Dahlias the Easy Way.”   
 

This will be a potluck affair, so please 

bring a chair, a generous dish to pass and 

tableware.  Drinks will be provided.  This 

would be an outstanding time to bring a 

gardening friend.  Who knows, we may 

get a new member and a dahlia grower all 

in one fell swoop! 


